
CALIFORNIA REGIONAL HA'l'ER QUALI'l'Y CON'rHOL BOARD
SAN Fl{ANCISCO BAY REGION

NPDES NO. CAOOOG751

HAS'l'E DISCHARGE REQUIREHENTS FOR'

ALAHEDA COUNTY HA'l'ER DIS'rIUC'1',
BEm~ARDO SOFTENING PLANT,
FREMONT, ALN'lliDA COUNTY

'1'he California Regional Hater Quality Control Board, San Francisco Bay Region,
(hereinafter called the Board) finds that,

1. Alameda County Vlater District (hereinafter called the discharcJer),
3B050 Fremont BOUlevard, Fremont, submitted a National Pollutant
Discharge Elimination Systelu (NPDES) Application for a Permit to
Discharge - Short Form C for renewal of its expiring permit to
discharge wastewater from its M. J. Bernardo Hater Softening Plant.

2. The discharger currently discharges approximately 0.1 MGD of spent
brine softening regeneration wastewater from its plant at the corner
of Peralta Boulevard and Mowry Avenue in Fremont. 'rhe discharge is
at a rate of about 1,000 gallons per minute and under average day
conditions, there are four 24-minuto periods of discharge per day ..
The discharge is through a pipeline which runs along Mowry Avenue
and ti1en empties at either of two locations into Alameda County
Flood Control District's open channels which flow to Mowry Slough at
the westerly end of Mowry Avenue at a point approximately three
miles upstream from the slough's confluence with San Francisco Bay.
Before discharge to Howry Slough, the effluent is crnnmingled with
wastewater from either of the Farwell or Bellflower aquifer
reclamation wells at a dilution ratio of at least 20 to 1. The
discharge from these wells is saline intrusion water being pumped
out and returned to the Bay. '1'he wells are operated by the discharger
and are under a separate permit to discharge.

3. rne Board, in April 1975, adopted a vlater Quality Control Plan
for San Francisco Bay Basin. 'I'h.is Plan contains water quality
objectives for Mowry slough and San Francisco Bay.

4<3 'J~ho beneficial uses of san Francisco Bay are:

a" Recreation
b. Fish migration and habitat
c. Habitat and resting for vmterfowl and migratory birds
d. Industrial water supply
e. Esthetic enjoyment
f. Navigation
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